
SK SYNOD ELCIC 18th CONVENTION AFFIRMS BISHOPS’ PANDEMIC LEADERSHIP 

Good Shepherd Lutheran hosted the first-ever on-line convention of the Saskatchewan Synod. 

Barndog Productions facilitated the technical plan using the Zoom platform so that almost 100 

participants could communicate, deliberate, vote, pray, and worship together. 

Convention Prayer a Highlight 

Our Convention Chaplain, Pastor Shawn Bell of Luther College, Regina, anchored us in a 

baptismal plainchant song and invited voices from around the synod to lead us in prayer for 

each session. One of the prayer leaders was Rev. Emmanuel Aristide who read scripture and led 

prayer from the playground in Shellbrook with his daughter Hannah! It felt like a touch of 

home.  

Inspirational Reports of Pandemic Response 

Reports from Saskatchewan Synod Bishop Sid Haugen, National Bishop Susan Johnson 

emphasized how the pandemic had impacted the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Canada and the efforts they had made to reshape their ministry to support us 

through the health directives, financial challenges, and on-line adaptations. Both Bishops 

acknowledged the contributions Rev. Dr. Ali Tote (Resurrection, Saskatoon) had made. 

Expressions of appreciation and support were passed formally, and the chat room overflowed 

with thanks and love. Pastor Doug Schmirler (Good Shepherd, Melville) as Synod Council Chair 

led us through the agenda with grace and good humour, highlighting the hope we have for the 

end of the pandemic and the dedicated work of all members of Synod Council. Cheryl 

Waldbauer, the Vice-Chairperson of Synod Council, led us through by-law and constitutional 

amendments, encouraging all congregations to consider the important changes needed to their 

own constitutions and bylaws.  

Schools and Camps adapt  

All the schools of the ELCIC on the territory of SK Synod reported how they had managed 

through the pandemic. Rev. Dr. William Harrison (Zion, Saskatoon) said, “Lutheran Theological 

Seminary, unlike many schools, was relatively more ready for the pandemic as we have been 

delivering our instructional programme on-line for a number of years now.” He thanked our 

brother Larry Tehse from Zion for his years of service on the LTS Board of Governors as they 

made difficult decisions to leave the building and move into St. Andrew’s College with the other 

two partners of the Saskatoon Theological Union already living and working there. Luther 

College Regina introduced their new President, Rev. Dr. Marc Jerry, and highlighted the 

renovations made during pandemic lock-downs. LCBI reported in print, and Camp Kinasao as 

well.  

 

 



Care Homes Changing 

St. Paul Lutheran Home in Melville introduced their new director and reported on positive 

changes since the previous synod convention. The new CEO for Luther Care Communities, Mr. 

Gabriel Lafond, reviewed the long dark valley they had walked through the outbreak, and 

expressed great appreciation for the staff, the residents, and the health officials who had 

worked so closely with administration through those dangerous and deadly months. He 

expressed condolences to all the families whose loved ones had died and to those who had 

lived with such anxiety during the isolation and separation.  

Future Plans 

Our Synod Treasurer, Lyndon Carlson, reported that we had used about $57,000 in pandemic 

support and presented a status-quo budget for the next triennium. The guest presenter was the 

highlight of the convention. Dr. Karoline Lewis helped us explore our convention theme, 

“Walking Together: on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35)” from the perspective of the 

traumas we are suffering during the pandemic. Another trauma was added to our discussion: 

the news of so many children’s unmarked graves being found in Kamloops that week. As this re-

traumatization continues across Saskatchewan, we are grateful to Dr. Lewis for showing us how 

the Risen Lord Jesus is accompanying us, helping us work through the traumatic effects, and 

giving us hope. Even though there might not be a return to the former “normal,” and so many 

hopes we may have had might never come to be, the cross remains and the Risen Lord asks, 

“What do we hope now?” The general assessment from the chat room was that the first on-line 

SK Synod Convention had been worthwhile, meaningful, and succeeded in developing a sense 

of unity, purpose, and plan. For a more detailed report, please contact Zion office at 

zion.office@sasktel.net or 306-653-2442. 
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