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A handbell is used at the end of this devotional service.  
 
Welcome  
 
Confession & Absolution –  
Gracious God, have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion forgives us our sins, 
known and unknown,  
things we have done and things we have failed to do.  
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,  
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Song – “Once in Royal David’s City” – ELW #269 
 

Prayer of the Day – Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to illumine the 
world with your light.  By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus 
Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
Hymn of the Day – “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” – ELW #295 
 
The Brief Lesson – Hebrews 1:1-4 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the 
reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

Psalm 98 Antiphon -  
Alleluia!  I am bringing you good news of great joy! For to you this day is born in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ, the Lord. Alleluia! 



The Christmas Day Gospel – John 1:1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth. 

Reflections on the Nativity of our Lord 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worship and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrections of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

Prayers of Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn – “The Bells of Christmas Chime Once More” – ELW #298 

Benediction 

 

 



“Once in Royal David’s City” 
Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and meek and lowly, 
lived on earth the Savior holy. 

 
And our eyes at last shall see him 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heav’n above; 
and he leads his children round, 
on to the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oven standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high; 
there his children gather round, 
bright like stars, with glory crowned. 

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
Of the Father’s love begotten,  
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega,  
he the source, the ending he, 
of the things that are, that have been, 
and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 
 
Oh, that birth forever blessed, 
when the virgin full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
bore the Savior of our race, 
and the babe, the world’s redeemer, 
first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 
 
This is he whom seers in old time, 
chanted of with one accord, 
whom the voices of the prophets  
promised in their faithful word; 
now he shines, the long expected; 
let creation praise its Lord 
evermore and evermore. 
 
Let the heights of heav’n adore him; 
angel hosts, his praises sing; 
pow’rs, dominions, bow before him 
and extol our God and King; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, 
ev’ry voice in concert ring 
evermore and evermore. 
 
Christ, to thee with God the Father, 
and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

and wearied praises be: 
honor, glory, and dominion,  
and eternal victory 
evermore and evermore.  
 
“The Christmas Bells Chime Once More” 
The bells of Christmas chime once more; 
the heav’nly guest is at the door. 
He comes to earthly dwellings still 
with new year gifts of peace, good will.  
 
This world, though wide and fat out-spread, 
could scarcely find for you a bed. 
Your cradle was a manger stall, 
no pearl nor silk nor kingly hall. 
 
Now let us go with quiet mind, 
the swaddled babe with shepherds find, 
to gaze on him who gladdens them, 
the loveliest flow’r of Jesse’s stem.  
 
Oh, join with me, in gladness sing, 
to keep our Christmas with our king, 
until our song, from loving souls, 
like rushing mighty water rolls! 
 
O patriarchs’ Joy, O prophets’ Song, 
O Dayspring bright, awaited long, 
O Son of Man, incarnate Word, 
great David’s Son, great David’s Lord: 
 
Come, Jesus, glorious heavn’ly guest, 
and keep your Christmas in our breast; 
then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long, 
shall swell our jubilee of song. 

 


