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This year Holy Week will be very different for us because we are not permitted to assemble as the 

church for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the Vigil of Holy Saturday, or the Resurrection of Our Lord on 

Easter Sunday. We long for the Day when we are gathered together as one in the presence of the Lord 

and each other! Maranatha! Come quickly Lord Jesus! Until then, we rely on the Holy Spirit to join our 

hearts in the unity of the Lord as we pray wherever we can and whenever we can throughout this week. 

We will do our best to post brief virtual church services for each of the Holy Days, and trust that 

participating in these services will help us stay connected as a congregation together. In this email we 

are offering three resources to help us through this time. 

1.  Additional devotional materials are included in this email to help us observe the events in Jesus’ 

Passion during this week as we try to pray along with him to the cross and the tomb. Please call 

the office or the pastor if you need any of the resources referred to in these devotional 

materials and we can send them out to you. The order for Daily Prayer for Holy Week, April 2020 

is printed below. 

 

2. Having Holy Communion is such an important part of our celebration of The Resurrection of Our 

Lord! This year our efforts to reduce the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic mean we have to 

sacrifice this all-important part of our life together as the Church. Deciding to fast from the 

Eucharist until we can gather together in person may be the clearest way to witness to the 

sacrifice of our common life for the good of our neighbor. If that is our decision, may the Lord 

increase in us a greater desire for his Holy Communion! Others may decide to consider the 

alternative of a home communion for Easter. This alternative is based on an old practice of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, first established by Martin Luther in the Small Catechism. Luther 

wrote the Small Catechism to be taught by the spiritual head of each household, and fully 

expected house communion to be part of that instruction. In this emergency situation, any 

household that desires to use this practice on Easter Sunday should keep in mind two caveats: 

1) We do not commune alone.  

2) We do not commune in one kind alone. 

If anyone would like elements consecrated by the pastor, please contact the office; otherwise use the 

Catechism and the prayers in the Hymn books to set your own communion or contact the office for a 

brief order for home communion. 

If you are in a single-person household for Easter Sunday, perhaps you can share communion with 

someone through a social media connection. Would you let us know about your experience too please? 

If you would like help connecting with someone else, contact us at the office and we will facilitate a 

connection with someone in the congregation. 

3. It looks like the social distancing regulations due to COVID-19 are going to extend for a while, 

and are getting more restrictive. To help us keep in touch with one another, we are suggesting 

that we adopt a practice being used in our sister churches here. Let’s all use our Church 

Directory to call the two people ahead of us and the two people behind us once a week or so. 

Fran Seidler  
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from Stephen Ministries has provided an excellent “listening Ministry Guide” to help support us in 

this way of caring for each other. These helpful hints are printed below. 

May God bless us all during this Holy Week 2020! 

Trusting the Lord Jesus, 

rbb+ 

Pastor Ron 

306-229-5982 

zion.pastor@sasktel.net 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CARING FOR YOUR CONGREGATION DURING SOCIAL DISTANCING 
 

Pastor Ron has given each of us a challenge/task to call fellow members within our congregation during 

this time of difficulty and uncertainty to see how they are coping during these times and offer support in 

whatever way we can. Many will be isolated and alone. 

 

Here are a few tips to help make that call a truly Christian caring call and things you will need to know: 

1.  You will need to be well equipped to provide caring over the telephone (or other media) … 

*active listening * validating feelings *being as fully present as possible over the phone. 

  

 2. Offer prayer – pray with and for the person being called. People vary in terms of how comfortable 

they are praying over the phone, but most often the prayer support will be greatly appreciated. Build 

the prayer to what the person is specifically going through and what kinds of support are most needed. 

 

3. If part of your call is to gather information for the church office, inform the person you are 

calling and get permission to pass along any sensitive or difficult information from your conversation or 

prayer request. Otherwise, anything you share during your conversation should be kept confidential. 

 

4.  Know the resources your congregation has available for help if requested i.e. food ministry, 

clothing programs, financial assistance programs, etc. Whatever the needs are, follow up on them while 

keeping your pastor informed. 

 

5. Throughout this process, provide care for yourself, the pastor, church staff and other 

congregation caregivers. Check In with each other regularly, lift one another up, and provide mutual 

care and support. 

It’s amazing what we can do by listening to people and being present for their pain, let God do 

everything else! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:zion.pastor@sasktel.net
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Daily Prayer for Holy Week 

April 5-11, 2020 
 

These readings from the Gospel of Matthew are intended to replace the gospel selections for 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in Holy Week and the Three Days (Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday, and Holy Saturday) found on pages 30-31 in ELW and pages 19-20 in the LBW. 

Using these readings instead allows us to follow the developments day by day in our Lord’s 

Passion Week as given by Matthew. (See Donald A. Hagner, Word Biblical Commentary Volume 

33B, Matthew 14-28, pages 763-765 and page 767.) A simple way to use these readings and 

Psalms in our own prayer life during Holy Week at any time of day would be: 

-use the Prayer for the Day as an opening prayer; 

-read the Gospel selection, pausing at parts that draw your attention, inspire your thoughts, or stir 

your feelings. Talk about them with Jesus. 

-Read or sing the Psalm (tunes are on pages 337-338 of ELW or page 291 in the LBW) and the 

three verses of the Hymn. 

-Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer  

If you wish to use these readings with Morning or Evening Prayer from the LBW, the gospel would 

be read at rubric 5 in Morning Prayer and rubric 8 in Evening Prayer. If you use ELW, the Gospel 

would be read during the Word. The Psalms listed here would be used as second psalms in each 

order. The Prayer for the Day would be used as such in Morning Prayer and as the Psalm prayer in 

Evening Prayer. 

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY (evening) Matthew 21:12-17 HYMN: Jesus In Thy Dying Woes Part I 

      

MONDAY IN HOLY WEEK  Matthew 21:18-23:39 Part II 

     Psalm 36:5-11 

O God, your Son chose the path which leads to pain before joy and the cross before glory. Plant 

his cross in our hearts, so that in its power and love we may come at last to joy and glory; through 

Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

 

TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK Matthew 24:1-25:46  Part III 

    Psalm 71:1-14 

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you. Grant that our love may not grow cold in your service, 

and that we may not fail or deny you in the time of trial, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK Matthew 26:1-16  Part IV 

    Psalm 70 

Almighty God, your Son our Saviour suffered at human hands and endured the shame of the cross. 

Grant that we may walk in the way of his cross and find it the way of love and peace; through Jesus 

Christ our Saviour and Lord. 
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THURSDAY IN HOLY WEEK Matthew 26:17-19 [20-30] Part V 

(Maundy Thursday)  Psalm 116 [1-9] 10-19 

Lord God, in a wonderful Sacrament you have left us a memorial of your passion. Grant that we 

may so partake of this Sacrament of your Body and Blood that the fruits of your redemption may 

be continually made known in us; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

 

FRIDAY IN HOLY WEEK  Matthew 26:[20-30] 31-27:56 Part VI 

(Good Friday)   Psalm 22 

Almighty God, look with mercy on your whole human family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, to be given over to hands of sinners, and to suffer death on a cross; who 

now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

SATURDAY IN HOLY WEEK Matthew 27:57-66  Part VII 

    Colossians 3:1-4/1st Peter 3:17-22 

O God our Father, you enlightened this most holy night with the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection. 

Preserve in all people the Spirit of Adoption which you have given, so that renewed in body and 

soul, we may offer you a pure service; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour and Lord. 

 


