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MinistrE-news:  
The Good Waiter Principle

One of the evaluations we give when we dine out is of the service we receive. We know 
that a good waiter is a key element of a pleasurable dining experience. A poor waiter 
seeks attention, chatting away about his life, constantly interrupting your conversation 

with feigned humour, pouring on the friendliness 
like syrup, too many return trips to the table to 
“check in.” A generous tip is likely the goal; or at 
the very least to reap praise: “what a great waiter” 
instead of “what a great meal.” 

A poor waiter is unprepared, unable to answer 
basic questions about the menu, not having done 
adequate research at the start of the shift. A poor 
waiter is one who brings the bare minimum to 
your table, says simply the words required, a 
wooden, insincere welcome. Perhaps that waiter 
is tired, or bored, or distracted. It’s clear that 
waiter wants to be somewhere else. A poor waiter 
is in a hurry, rushing with the bill. 
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See “Sermon” on page 2

 � Sunday, October 9 - Parish Life Committee celebrates 
the Thanksgiving weekend with a mini brunch in Heritage Hall. 
Everyone is invited.

 � Each Wednesday at 2pm - Meet for the Book of Luke Bible Study. 
Everyone is welcome.

 � Luther Reading Challenge - Commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation (October 2017) by reading through the confessions of our church: 
Apology of the Augsburg Confession. We will study and discuss the book together 
the last Wednesday of the month at 7pm. There are helpful study books and 
guides on order to help us along. It is not too late to join. Please speak with Pastor 
Randy for more information. We ask a $5 donation to help cover the cost of the 
book.

 � The Sky Family - Celtic Revival. Music, dance and revival! The gospel 
in Irish dance and blazing fiddles. Friday, October 14 at 7:30pm at Zion. Freewill 
offering. Come and enjoy a great evening!

What’s coming up at Zion? Lots!



Compare that to a good waiter. 
A good waiter knows that you 
are here for the meal and the 
fellowship with family or friend. 
A good waiter knows this.

And so the good waiter is 
prepared for your arrival, 
knows the menu well, is ready 
to answer your questions 
and offer explanations when 
requested. The table is set 
in advance, the welcome 
is sincere and gracious, 
conversation between waiter 
and guests is warm and open, 
but never seeks to become 
the focus. The good waiter 
makes it clear that his goal 
is the same as yours. All 
things the waiter says and 
does point toward the meal 
and celebration. This is time 
set apart for the meal and 
celebration. The good waiter 
shares the goals of the guests.

How should a pastor preside 
at worship? Simple: I need to 
remember my place. In all I 
say and don’t say, in all I do 
and don’t do, I am here to 
point to Jesus who promises to 
come when we gather through 
the Word and Sacraments. 
The good waiter principle 
applies. 

The words of Bob Hiller, 
pastor of Community Lutheran 
Church in Escondido, 
California, express this 
principle well:

“The pastor is not to be the 
centre of attention, not even 

on Sunday morning. I like 
to tell my church that the 
pastor is part of the furniture 
up front. In many churches, 
he even wears an alb and 
stole to hide his person and 
so you know he’s up there 
to do a very specific task. 
Like everything else on and 
around the altar, He is simply 
there to deliver the gifts of 
God. He is an instrument, 
used by God to promise His 
Son to you. His role is no 
more important than the role 
of the bread and wine on the 
altar. His voice is nothing 
more than the means by 
which God wants to give you 
Jesus. Where the bread and 
wine feed Jesus into your 
mouth, the pastor proclaims 
Jesus into your ears. That’s 
what he’s supposed to do. 
He’s the delivery boy.” - Bob 
Hiller

Sunday morning for the church 
is like a celebration banquet 
in a fine restaurant. It is a 
sacred and set apart time to 
be treated with great care 
and planning. It is also a time 
of great joy. Each Sunday is 
resurrection day - Easter day. 
You gather to meet the Risen 
Jesus who promises to come 
to us in Word and Sacrament. 
This is the only and ultimate 
reason you should come to 
worship.

Forget the waiter. 

Remember the meal.

-Pastor Randy

Reformation Challenge 
comes alive at Zion

2017 marks the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation. The idea for the 
Reformation Challenge emerged 
from prayerful consideration of 
the question, “What could we as 
members of the ELCIC do together to 
commemorate the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation in a significant and 
meaningful way?”

Zion Church Council has passed 
a motion to try to raise enough 
funds between October 2016 and 
October 2017, to provide at least one 
scholarship.

The Reformation Challenge calls 
us to provide 500 scholarships for 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy Land Schools. 
The ELCJHL carries out its ministry 
in the midst of conflict between Israel 
and Palestinians. The church is 
committed to a hopeful, sustainable, 
and peaceful future. ELCJHL schools 
welcome children of all faiths and 
provide education, job skills, and 
leadership formation. A scholarship of 
$1400 will allow a student to attend 
school for one year.

Please use the designated envelopes 
in the pews.

Thank you!

“Sermon” continued from page 1

323 4th Avenue S.,  
    Saskatoon, SK  S7K1N3 
Office phone:  
    306-653-2442

E-mail:  
     Zion.office@sasktel.net 
Internet:  
     www.zionsaskatoon.com

Pastor Randy’s Cell #:  
     306-321-7868 
Pastor Randy’s E-mail:  
     Zion.pastor@sasktel.net


