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MinistrE-news:  
Choices 

I was thankful for Blanche. She had been a 
faithful member of Weldon Lutheran Church 
for most of her life. She was our organist. 
She loved to play, I could tell. But she 
was also honest about her limitations and 
abilities. She could not play every hymn 
in the green book, in fact, she was, she 
confessed, only comfortable with a couple 
of dozen, maybe thirty at the most. So one 
afternoon, we opened our hymnals and 
circled the numbers that she felt confident 
playing. This became our hymnal within a hymnal, and it worked. 

But, after about a year, I started looking around to expand our musical options, starting 
with a guitar once in a while. Word came about Jean who lived up north. She wasn’t 
a member, but I’d met her from time to time. Over coffee, I asked her if she could 
lead us in one song, one Sunday. She agreed nervously and began practicing. I don’t 
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See “Sermon” on page 2

Geoffrey Kiboro is a chicken farmer thanks to 
some support from a chance encounter between 
his sister and a member of Zion. Geoffrey 
lives in Kenya and has a brain injury from an 
attack he suffered years ago. His sister, Sister 
Jemimah, met Zion member Jan Peterson 
while the two were traveling on a city bus to the 
University. Sister Jemimah gradually told Jan 
about Geoffrey.

Geoffrey had been attacked, robbed, and struck 
in the head. He ended up with a brain injury that 
causes him to suddenly lose consciousness. 
It cost him his job selling secondhand clothes 
in a nearby city because people would steal 
his money when he was unconscious. He also 
fell on his left hand awkwardly one time and 
broke his thumb and forefinger. Because the 
family didn’t have enough money to take him 
to the doctor right away, he got gangrene and 
after suffering horribly, had to have the digits 
amputated. He is back in his village, living with 

Zion assists with chicken coop in Kenya

Geoffrey and his mother in Kenya

See “Chicken coop” on page 3



“Sermon” continued from page 1

remember the song but she managed fine. And slowly, with 
a joyful heart, she developed into a regular guitarist in the 
congregation. Again, she needed plenty of notice, lots of time 
to practice, nothing too complicated, and it worked.

When I was a seminary student, I went to Govan to fill 
in for Easter Sunday service. The part-time organist was 
unavailable so I experienced my one and only “acapella 
Easter” that day. I had to lead the hymns but the dozen or so 
of us who were there knew them well, and the Resurrection 
of our Lord was rightly and fully proclaimed - with voices only, 
but voices raised in full praise and thanksgiving.

Then there was the time I dragged out my accordion to lead a 
hymn - a truly desperate act that shall not be repeated!

I suspect these kinds of stories are lived out still in many 
churches on many Sundays in our Synod. Choices are 
limited. Musicians are scarce. Worship planners have to 
make do. But God is glorified, songs of praise are offered. 
True, holy and right worship is the result.

And now I am entering my fifth year as pastor at Zion. 
Choices? We have an embarrassment of riches! People 
who play guitars (acoustic, electric, bass, classical), piano, 
flute, drums, cello, banjo, mandolin, recorder, oboe, trumpet, 
trombone, clarinet, etc. We have an enthusiastic choir, top 
notch pianists and organists, soloists and song leaders, choir 
leaders and accompanists, singers. Any style of music can be 
heard on a given Sunday: classical, folk, jazz, contemporary. 
We can sing any hymn in any hymnal if we choose and in 
any cultural genre: latin songs and liturgies, African spirituals, 
and many others. 

Often after worship I reflect on how many people were 
involved in worship that day. I can often count well over a 
dozen. In fact, we have so many options that we have the 
luxury of two styles of worship most Sundays. 

Why am I writing this? When we get used to things we start 
to think that what we are used to is normal for everyone. 
Zion, we are used to options, choices, variety and having our 
finger tips on resources and talent that most congregations 
would only dream of. This is not the norm. It is a gift. We are 
a very fortunate community. I am thankful for all of you who 
offer your musical gifts so freely and fully each week. May 
gratitude and thanksgiving be the source of our praise each 
and every Sunday. I’ll say it again…We are blessed with 
choices, many choices. 

-Pastor Randy

Sunday School is back!
Sunday School begins on September 13 at 
10am in the Cedar Room. Sunday School 
is for children from pre-school to grade 5. 

Come to our “Welcome Back Party” and 
meet up with friends you may not have 
seen during the summer! 

Registration and breakfast, for parents and 
kids, is at 10am. We’ll also play a couple of 
games and have a look at what’s new this 
year.

Remember to bring your backpack as 
Pastor Randy will be there to do our annual 
“blessing of the backpacks.” 

Babies and toddlers under age 3 are 
always welcome at Sunday School with a 
parent.

We look forward to seeing you again

-Andrea Cameron, Sunday School 
Superintendent

2...



his mother, but hasn’t been able to make enough money from growing 
fruit and vegetables (there was a drought) to buy the medicine regularly.

Jan’s relationship with Sister Jemimah led to a presentation at Zion 
last May about Geoffrey’s predicament. Zion members showed an 
outpouring of support when Jan spoke on May 3. Zion members raised 
$1373 over a few days to help Geoffrey’s family build a chicken coop 
and run, and to purchase 20 chickens, and some bags of feed for them. 
Some of the money will be for his medication and medical expenses as 
he still suffers from the injury.

Sister Jeremiah came to Zion the week after to personally thank the 
congregation. Both she and Geoffrey are happy knowing people so far 
away care about him.

“Chicken coop” continued from page 1

Greetings from Zion’s new 
intern

My name is Emmanuel T. Aristide. 
I was born on May 18, 1989, in 
Antananarivo, the capital city of 
Madagascar. There, I completed 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Marketing and Communication 
in 2010, and then my Lutheran 
Theological Degree for lay leaders 
in 2011. I am currently finishing 
my second year in the Masters 
of Divinity program at Lutheran 
Theological Seminary Saskatoon. 
God willing, I will most likely be 
serving here in Saskatchewan 
upon graduation. 

Being from Antananarivo, I grew up 
with a Norwegian-pietistic Lutheran 
background, for the “Norwegian 
Missionary Society” (NMS) were 
the first Lutheran missionaries 
to that country – arriving in 1867 
– and their pietistic heritage is 
still preserved today. My great-
grandfather was a Lutheran pastor, 
and his family became Lutherans 
in the early 1920s; thus my 
siblings and I are fourth-generation 
Lutherans.

I remember the first service that 
I attended at Zion during my 
first year in Saskatoon. I totally 
marveled at the beauty of the 

traditional service at 9:00 a.m., 
and the awesome creativity offered 
by the contemporary one at 11:00 
a.m. I remember telling to myself, 
“Wow! This place is amazing! I 
wish I do my internship here one 
day… Nah! Quit dreaming young 
man; that will probably never 
happen!” Ever since, Zion has 
become such a special place to 
me. My work experience at Zion 
started when the former youth 
director invited me to assist her in 
coordinating the youth group for 
the Canadian Lutheran-Anglican 
Youth Gathering (CLAY) last 
August in Kamloops. I served 
with her as a co-leader of the 
youth group, and I accompanied 
the group on the bus trip to get 
there. This was my 
first experience as 
a co-leader of a 
youth group here 
in Canada, and it 
was a life-changing 
experience for me. 
Then in February, 
the Saskatchewan 
Synod Youth 
Coordinator 
invited me to be 
the main speaker 
at the “Winter 
Youth Retreat,” at 
Metochos Ministries 
Lutheran Bible 

Camp near Estevan. This was a 
joint youth retreat between the 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba-
Northwestern Ontario Synods. It 
was great to see my friends from 
the Zion youth group again at that 
event!

To conclude, I am happy and 
honoured to have the opportunity 
to intern at Zion for 19 months 
starting this September and 
especially to have a chance 
to learn under Pastor Randy 
Meissner’s supervision. I look 
forward to meeting each and every 
one of you this fall. It should be a 
good learning experience for both 
sides. May God’s peace be with 
you, always. 
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Parish Adult Christian Education (PACE) 
schedule for fall 2015

 � September 13 - Wayne Hove, President of LCBI

 � September 20 - Bishop Sid Haugen, Bishop of Sask 
Synod - Bible Study

 � September 27 - Jan Uitti - Story of Jesus, family and 
friends

 � October 4 - Jan Uitti - Story of Jesus, family and friends 
(continued)

 � October11 -Thanksgiving - no PACE - Join us for the 
Thanksgiving mini brunch instead!

Learn to use Zion’s  
new AED

Zion has an automatic 
external defibrillator, AED, 
and we want as many people 
as possible trained in its use. 
Please sign up to learn how to use the AED 
at one of the following sessions:

Tuesday, September 15, 3 to 4pm, or

Thursday, September 17, 7 to 8pm

Call the office now to register. You may just 
help save a life!

Start celebrating the anniversary of Reformation today! 

Join Coffee and Confessions

Lutherans around the world will celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017. What better 
time to review and renew our understanding of our Lutheran Confessions. I would like to begin a “Coffee 
and Confessions” reading club this fall, beginning with the Large Catechism. To include as many people 
as possible, we will read on our own and meet for coffee once a month to discuss, deliberate, discern and 
digest how these writings still speak to us. Please email me or phone the office  if you are interested, so 
materials can be ordered. I hope to start in early October. – Pastor Randy

First Sunday back...Sunday, September 13, 2015

(in case you missed it the first time)

 � Worship at 9am and 11am this day. 

 � Sunday School begins at 10am with registration including blessing 
of the backpacks!

 � Potluck lunch at noon to celebrate Zion’s new intern, Emmanel 
Aristide as well as our return to the fall schedule.

Bring your friends and family and come together again Zion!


