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MinistrE-news 
Stooping
The old rabbi said, “In olden days there 
were men who saw the face of God.”

“Why don’t they anymore?” a young student 
asked.

“Because, nowadays no one stoops so 
low,” the rabbi replied.

…and the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth.” ( John 1:14)

Inside this issue  � December and January calendar
 � Worship schedule for Advent and 

Christmas
 � message from Youth and Family Director 
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See "Advent" on page 2

Worship during Advent and through the Christmas 
season 

 �Sundays, December 1, 8, 15, 22 - Worship at 9am and 11am 

 �Tuesday, December 24, 5:30 pm - Christmas Eve, Candlelight Worship 

 �Tuesday, December 
24, 7pm - Christmas Eve, 
Candlelight Worship 

 �Wednesday, December 25, 
11am - Christmas Day Carol 
service 

 �Sunday, December 29, 
10am - Worship 

 �Sunday, January 5,  
9am and 11am - Worship
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Zion’s December/January 
Calendar

 � Monday, December 2 - 7pm - Healing service
 � Monday, December 9 - 12pm - Naomi Circle luncheon
 � Friday, December 13 - Senior Youth Advent/Christmas 

event
 � Saturday, December 14 - Junior Youth Christmas Party
 � Sunday, December 15 - 11am - Sunday School 

Christmas program
 � Sunday, December 15 - noon - potluck lunch
 � Wednesday, December 18 - 7pm - Council
 � Sunday, January 5 - 10am - Sunday School and Parish 

Adult Christian Education
 � Monday, January 6 - 7pm - Healing service

Advent is upon us...
Advent is perhaps one of my 
favourite seasons in the church 
year (along with Lent, for similar 
reasons). Growing up it seemed 
like something was always 
missing when Christmas was 
over. There are so many things to 
do and prepare for as Christmas 
comes, and then it happens and 
is over, leaving me feeling less 
than satisfied. Until I discovered 

what Advent (the season before 
Christmas) has to offer. Advent 
gives us a chance to look at 
the world around us - a world 
that suffers from hopelessness, 
war, famine, disease, a world 
desperately in need of hope, 
peace, joy and love. It is in the 
realization of our need that 
suddenly, the light of Christ’s birth, 
Him entering into our mess, is the 

most important message I ever 
want to hear. That there is hope in 
a God who desires to be with us, 
to walk with us, and ultimately to 
save us. It makes the good news 
of Christ birth, really GOOD news!

-Michelle Sorenson 
Youth and Family Director

Hunting for the true meaning of 
Christmas? 

Searching out the heart of the matter? 

Seeking the reason for the season? 

There’s a technical term for it: ‘kenosis’ 
which means ‘self-emptying.’ But you 
can call it stooping. You can call it a 
love that would propel the Holy One 
earthward to a womb, to a barn, to a 
birth as one of us, to a cross as one of 
us.

Stooping so low, to raise us up. 

Jesus is born. 

Christ is risen. 

That’s the heart of the matter. 

Thanks be to God.

A Blessed Advent and a Merry 
Christmas to all,

-Pastor Randy

“Advent” continued 
from page 1


