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MinistrE-news:  
Praying with Our Eyes Open

 We light candles and place flowers on the altar, 
we hang banners on our walls, we put up the 
advent wreath every year; we carry in a cross in 
procession from time to time, we place an icon 
(painting) of the resurrected Jesus in the entry. 
We hang different coloured paraments on the 
altar and pulpit for each season. We decorate 
our space with various colours and materials 
and objects throughout our year. And most 
striking of all, a giant cross hangs over our altar, 
unavoidable, unmistakable - the first thing you see 
when you enter our worship room.

 Have you ever asked “Why?” We certainly don’t 
need any of these add-ons in order to be the church. Jesus said, “Where two or three 
are gathered, there am I.” There is Church. And as I’ve already written, Lutherans 
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See “Sermon” on page 2

This Advent season, use the 
“Reverse Advent Calendar”

Many of us grew up with the chocolate 
dispensing countdown to Christmas. 
Each day, we got to pop open a window 
in the Advent calendar so we could get 
a chocolate treat to help us get through 
those long days waiting for Christmas to 
finally arrive.

We may have forgotten that the treat is 
really about the wait. Watching, waiting, 
longing for the birth of Jesus is what it’s all 
about!

This year, Zion is taking a different 
approach to the Advent calendar...we’re 
doing it in reverse! Each week of Advent, 
you are asked to skip the chocolate 
and instead set something aside for a 

cause or organization we support as a 
congregation.

Zion will support the following: The annual 
Mitten Tree; Salvation Army Hampers; 
The Lighthouse Assisted Living; and the 

See “Calendar” on page 4

This year, skip the Advent chocolates
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believe that whenever and 
wherever the Word is preached 
and proclaimed and the 
sacraments are offered,  there 
is the Church. We don’t need 
candles, banners, or art of any 
kind.

So  then, “Why?” Christian art 
and symbols in a worship space, I 
believe, are there for two reasons: 
1) to teach the faith visually,  and 
2) to help us pray. The giant 
cross hanging over our altar 
at Zion is a perfect example. It 
indicates to everyone where the 
heart and centre is for the people 
of Zion Lutheran Church. The 
cross is front and centre, getting 
in the way (even in the way of 
our projection screen!) of all we 

say and do. This cross teaches 
us and jogs our memory each 
week as we enter. It cannot be 
avoided. Also, because of the 
great size and location of our 
cross, every Sunday we gather, 
literally underneath, or at the foot 
of the cross. Again, this is a visual 
cue that directs our prayer and 
worship together.

Purple on the altar this Sunday? 
“Oh, yes, it must be Lent already!” 
The Advent wreath is hanging in 
its usual place?  “Advent is here!”  
Worship leaders walk behind a 
processional cross? “This hour 
and space is set apart. The cross 
leads us in.”  A banner on the wall 
with the words “JOY” emblazoned 
in red? An icon in front of the font 
portraying the Risen Christ? “Yes, 

Easter has come. Christ is really 
present with us here and now. 
Rejoice.” Our Christmas tree? 
“Christ the Saviour is born.” Two 
candles are lit on the altar? “Jesus 
in two persons, human and divine 
meets us this day. He is the Light 
of the World.”

Examples are endless. Christian 
art and symbols point to Jesus 
and the events of his life. They 
teach us about our faith, jog our 
memories visually and they help 
us to pray not only with our hearts 
and minds, but with our eyes 
open. The variety is endless, 
the goal is the same. They are 
welcome!

-Pastor Randy

“Sermon” continued from page 1

On Thanksgiving 
Sunday, Zion 
presented our 
custodian, Terry 
Afseth with 
a gift and a 
celebration cake 
in thanksgiving 
for 25 years of 
service to Zion. 

Thank youTerry!

Thank you for your service!

Alice Barth has 
served tirelessly 
on the Worship 
Committee at Zion 
for more than two 
decades. 

Thank you Alice for 
your passion and 
dedication!
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Too often, loneliness and boredom 
are among the plagues of old 
age. One way to address the 
social, emotional, and spiritual 
needs of residents is to have a 
regular visit from a trained spiritual 
care volunteer with LutherCare 
Communities.  

Training is provided to those 
who are willing to make the 
commitment. Two half days of 
training (6 hours) will be provided 
to the volunteers at no charge. 
The training will take place over 
the course of two Wednesdays 
(9:00 am to 12:00 pm). The 
content of the training includes: 
Theology of Visiting; The Three 
Spiritual Questions; Listening & 
Communication Skills; Grief & 
Loss; and Role-Playing.

The training sessions will be 
provided by Rev. Tom Powell, 
CASC CPE Supervisor.

EXPECTATIONS:

 � Volunteers are asked 
to make a one year 
commitment to journey with 
one or two residents.  

 � Refer difficult theological 
questions and concerns to 
the chaplain.

 � Volunteers provide a ministry 
of presence and do not 
assist with a resident’s 
personal care needs (eg. 
eating, lifting). 

 � Volunteers are asked to 
respect  the resident’s 
wishes regarding matters 
of faith. Volunteers do not 
proselytize but may respond 
to  questions about faith from 
their own perspective. 

 � Volunteers will be required to 
get a criminal record check. 

 � Volunteers will receive 
and are asked to wear a 
volunteer name tag.

 
INFORMATION AND TRAINING:

There will be an information 
session on Wednesday, November 
16 at 3pm at the Luther Special 
Care Home, 3rd floor. Training will 

take place Wednesday, November 
23 and November 30, 2016.

For more information, contact 
Director of Mission, Pastor Renita 
Falkenstern at (306) 664-0315.

Become a spiritual care visitor 

“Just as you did it to 
one of the least of 
these...you did it to 

me.” (MT 25:40)

Parish Adult Christian Education (P.A.C.E)

 J     November 6 and 13 – Pastor Munye Mtata – The Church in Zimbabwe

 J     November 20  – Renita Falkinstern  – Music Therapy

 J     November 27  – Kari Alford –  Kinasao

 J     December 4, 11 and 18  – Pastor Randy  – Bible Study

 J     December 25, and January 1, 2017  – No PACE

Every Sunday morning at 10am. Join us!



323 4th Avenue S.,  
    Saskatoon, SK  S7K1N3 
Office phone:  
    306-653-2442

E-mail:  
     Zion.office@sasktel.net 
Internet:  
     www.zionsaskatoon.com

Pastor Randy’s Cell #:  
     306-321-7868 
Pastor Randy’s E-mail:  
     Zion.pastor@sasktel.net

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Jordan and the Holy Land 
(ELCJHL) Schools which is one 
of the Reformation Challenges 
issued by the national church 
to congregations as a means of 
recognizing the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation.

What does this mean for you? 
We’re asking that each day of the 
week, you and your family set 
aside one item or an amount of 
money suggested by the Reverse 
Advent Calendar to help one of 
these causes and organizations. 
You decide how it works best 
in your family; we’ll make some 
suggestions and give you a list of 
needs, but ultimately, it’s up to you 
what works best in your household.

Start thinking now about how 
you’ll support The Lighthouse 
by donating a pair of socks, or 
the ELCJHL Schools challenge 
by foregoing a cup of coffee and 
setting that money aside one 
day to donate to the Reformation 
challenge cause. Or maybe your 

family will set aside $5 a day to 
purchase a grocery gift card for 
the Salvation Army Hamper. And 
maybe you might even take up 
knitting or crocheting to make 
a warm tuque or mittens for the 
Mitten Tree. Whatever it looks like 
for you, our aim is to give back this 
Advent season! 

Full details will be in your bulletin 
and on a display at Zion in the 
weeks preceding Advent. Have 
the conversation with your kids 
or kids with your parents. Skip 
the choclates and instead, give 
something back to our community 
in need!

How will you reverse your 
Advent calendar?

Have you seen the stunning new banner hanging at 
the front of the sanctuary?

Thank you Vibs Paulsen for sharing your God-given 
gift of creativity! 

Vibs made this banner to hang at Zion during the 
course of the year as we mark the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation in 2017.

“Calendar” continued from page 1


