
March 2017

MinistrE-news: 

9 or 11 a.m. worship? What I value and why

How blessed and privileged we are at Zion 
to have the luxury - and I do mean luxury - of 
offering two different styles of worship on Sunday. 
We are, in this sense, a wealthy congregation. 
We possess the abundant gifts of highly skilled 
and sensitive musicians: enough of you to lead 
both services. Zion, let’s never forget the position 
we are in. We are blessed! I have come to value 
plenty as I lead both services. I want to share my 
list with you.

 I value the 9 a.m. service: 

1) I value how we uphold a form that is ancient and rooted in the great tradition of the 
church; 2) I value the form’s predictability and repetition. Our familiarity gives a sense of 
comfort and ease as we learn, allowing us to join in often from memory; 3) I value that 
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See “Sermon” on page 2

February 28,  
Pancake supper 5:30-6:30 p.m.

Preparing for Lent

March 1 
Worship at Zion (City-wide 
worship series) 7:30pm



the classic treasury of the Church’s hymns are front 
and centre (but modern songs find their place too); 
4) I value the beauty of the organ in accompanying 
our singing; 5) I value that our traditional form 
links us in worship with our cousins in the Western 
Church ( i.e. Roman Catholic, Anglican); 7) I value 
how this form carries itself, needing little interjection 
or explanation; 8) I value how all the sung parts in 
the liturgy are scripture. We sing lots of scripture 
every week. 

 I value the 11 a.m service: 

1) I value how many people contribute to leading 
this service each Sunday. (Musicians, singers, 
projectionists, sound technicians); 2) I value weekly 
use of a variety of instruments and music styles; 3) 
I value how using projection allows visual creativity, 
use of colour, and seasonal imagery; 4) I value 
learning new songs 5) I value how many of the 
songs we sing at 11 are based on scripture. We 
sing scripture a lot!; 6) I value relearning old hymns 
set to new music; 7) I value how projection allows 
me to graphically enhance my sermon themes; 8) 

I value how our simplified order allows more space 
and time for lengthened prayer, other worship 
resources, time with children etc.; 9) I value how 
many people are at work planning these services. 
(this is a good thing). The definition of ‘liturgy’ is: 
the work of the people. Our 11 a.m service is truly 
‘the work of the people’. Many hands, voices and 
minds and hearts work together to offer ourselves in 
praise and thanksgiving each week. 

But most essential is this: all worship services at 
Zion offer the deepest and holiest treasure of all:an 
encounter with the Living and Resurrected Jesus, 
coming to us faithfully and weekly in word and 
sacrament. So, if you find yourself at one of the 
‘other’ services, rejoice! The music may not suit 
you, the style may seem foreign. But Christ keeps 
His promise. He will be here. And that, give thanks 
and hallelujah, is all that counts. Whether at 9am or 
11am, it is why we gather in the first place. Christ is 
with us. 

-Pastor Randy

“Sermon” continued from page 1

Date	 	 	 	 Location	 	 Preacher

March 8 (Lent 1)  Augustana    Resurrection

March 15 (Lent 2)   Redeemer  Trinity

March 22 (Lent 3)   Trinity     Redeemer  

March 29 (Lent 4)  Resurrection   Augustana

 April 5 (Lent 5)   Good Shepherd   Zion

All services begin at 7:30 p.m.

323 4th Avenue S.,  
    Saskatoon, SK  S7K1N3 
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Internet:  
     www.zionsaskatoon.com

Pastor Randy’s Cell #:  
     306-321-7868 
Pastor Randy’s E-mail:  
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Farewell Emmanuel!

Join us for a farewell potluck for Emmanuel Aristide, our intern. 

Sunday, March 26 after the 11 a.m. service at Zion. 

Everyone is welcome!


